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 Previous provision:
◦ Timetabled in curriculum

 Yr 1
◦ Library induction
◦ ‘Finding the research’ – coincides with written 

assignment (Student Selected Component SSC)

 Yr 2
◦ ‘Finding the research’ – coincides with SSC
 Challenge for teaching – mixed skill / knowledge levels
 Limited time in timetable

Source: http://blogs.mysanantonio.com/weblogs/dogblog/



 Classroom-based
◦ Inflexible delivery
◦ No option for online learning

 Misses some students
completely 

 Students’ written assignments
◦ Improve quality of sources cited
◦ How to raise their awareness? 



 Revised provision:
◦ Timetabled in curriculum

 Yr 1 – as is

 Yr 2
◦ Online IL self-assessment tool
◦ Optional ‘Finding the research’ tutorials
◦ Introduced in “preparation for SSC” lecture with 

Academic staff



 Online assessment tool 
◦ Developed using DecisionSim 

http://www.decisionsimulation.com/
◦ From University of Pittsburgh - licensed

 Used by our e-Learning unit
◦ Problem-based learning for the medical curriculum
◦ Generation 4 project 
◦ http://www.generation4.co.uk/



 Create a case around a scenario

 Different types of ‘questions’ at each node
◦ Narrative
◦ Branching
◦ Multiple choice 
◦ Inquiry

 Incorporate different media eg images, audio, video, text
 Score selections
 Straightforward to use





 Uses a medical scenario

 Asks questions related to various types of information 
needed for the scenario

 Provides feedback on choices and a score
◦ Learning as well as assessment

 20 questions; 20 minutes to complete …

 Easy to use; short and concise 

 Formative; anonymous; not compulsory

 View here: http://tinyurl.com/lilac2011













 2010 / 2011
◦ 66 out of 140 students started the test
◦ Only 29 completed it – reasons why?
◦ 26 attended optional tutorials

 2009 / 2010
◦ Different software  - VUE (open source from Tufts 

University http://vue.tufts.edu/) and OpenLabyrinth
◦ Test was slightly different
◦ 64 out of 140 students completed the test
◦ 27 attended optional tutorials



2009 / 2010

Score range
No of 

students
< 0 8

1 - 10 10
11- 20 7
21 - 30 5
31 - 40 6
41 - 50 9
51 - 60 5
61 - 70 4
71 - 80 5

80 + 5
64

85 is the perfect score

2010 / 2011

Score range
No of 

students
< 0 0

1 - 10 0
11- 20 0
21 - 30 0
31 - 40 0
41 - 50 7
51 - 60 12
61 - 70 4
71 - 80 4

80 + 2
29



 Thank you for offering this session. It was a great opportunity to learn more about stuff 
I was quite confused about. It's really helpful

 This tutorial answered all my questions and has really helped me to use OvidSP to its full 
capacity

 It was brilliant. I'm glad I came

 Not (..confident in my skills..) after the test, but made me realise I needed to attend the 
tutorial. It was a good length and the feedback was helpful

 Would be good if the test gave a summary of the best steps at the end

 Very useful! Already I've found lots of articles for my project. Thank you very much

 If I hadn't done the test I wouldn't have done this training course so it was very useful

 Very helpful

 Less of the basics
 Shorter session. More interactive hands-on session 



 Broaden range of IL competencies tested
◦ Raise student awareness of relevant sources
◦ Change opening screen?

 Other student groups eg MBBS 4 year - graduate entry

 Make compulsory and not anonymised
◦ but still formative

 Can assess whether completion of test influences:
◦ Attendance at tutorials
◦ Improvement in quality of sources referenced in assignments
◦ Overall improvement in written assignments

 Other platforms eg mobile?
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